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TRACEY MEAREs
Tracey L. Meares is Walton Hale Hamilton Professor at Yale
Law School. Before arriving at Yale Law School, she was Max PaIn
Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Studies in Criminal
Justice at the University of Chicago Law School. She has held
positions clerking for the Honorable Harlington Wood, Jr., of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and as a trial attorney in the
Antitrust Division of the United States Department of Justice.
Since 2004, she has served on the COlnmittee on Law and
Justice, a National Research Council Standing Committee of the
National Acadelny of Sciences. Additionally, she has served on two
National Research Council Review COlnmittees: one to review
research on police policy and practices and another lnore recently to
review the National Institute of Justice. In November of20 10, she was
natned by Attorney General Eric Holder to sit on the Department of
Justice's newly-created Science Advisory Board. Professor Meares's
teaching and research interests focus on criminal procedure and
criminal law policy, with a particular elnphasis on empirical
investigation of these subjects.
Her writings on such issues as crime prevention and
cOinmunity capacity building are concertedly interdisciplinary and
reflect a civil society approach to law enforcement that builds upon
the interaction between law, culture, social norms, and social
organization. She has written widely on these topics in both the
acadetnic and trade press. Meares has been especially interested as of
late in teaching and writing about cotnmunities, police legitimacy and
legal policy, and she has lectured on this topic extensively across the
country to audiences of academics, lay people, and police
professionals.
She has a B.S. in general engineering from the University of
Illinois and a J.D. frOin the University of Chicago Law School.
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The Wythe Lecture
The George Wythe Lecture Series, begun in 1976, is named
in honor of the occupant of the first Chair of Law at the College of
William & Mary and in the United States. George Wythe was not
only the law teacher of distinguished patriQts - Jefferson and
Marshall among them - but also one of the most distinguished
lawyers, statesmen, and judges of the late colonial and early
national periods.

